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THE REPUBLICAN PLATFORM 


( N questions of foreign policy the Re- 

publican platform is worse than was 
hoped for but better than was feared. It 
is a judicious mixture of promises to 
those who hope for effective international] 
cooperation and of anxious reassurances 
for those who fear’ entanglements 
abroad. Definite pledges of construc- 
tive action and justifiable praise for con- 
crete achievements alternate with plati- 
tudes about preserving American inde- 
pendence and unjustifiable assumptions 
of partisan credit for private philan- 
thropic and individual technical contri- 
butions towards the solution of world 
problems. 

The cause of peace won its one de- 
cisive victory through keeping substanti- 
ally intact President Coolidge’s draft of 
the plank on the World Court: “We en- 
dorse the Permanent Court of Interna- 
tional Justice and favor the adherence 
of the United States as recommended by 
President Coolidge.” This declaration, 
read in the light of the President’s re- 
cent Memorial Day speech, when he re- 
pudiated definitely the Lodge and Pep- 
per impossible proposals, is a categorical 
pledge of adherence to the Permanent 
Court on terms acceptable to the nations 
already supporting it. That President 
Coolidge was thus, against the determin- 
ed opposition of those who wished to 
leave the way open for evasion, enabled 
to write into the platform his deeply felt 
personal conviction on this subject, was 
due, at least in part, to the surprising 
unanimity of popular opinion demon- 
strated at the recent hearings before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Sub-committee. 

Public opinion will, in the event of a 
Republican victory in November, demand 
prompt fulfillment of this pledge. 


J.G. McD. 


Hearings Before the Conventions 

N co-operation with the League of Na- 

tions Non-Partisan Association, the F. 
P. A. is arranging on Monday, June 23, 
at 10 o’clock at this office, a preliminary 
conference of organizations which are 
planning to have representatives appear 
before the Resolutions Committee of the 
Democratic National Convention on 
problems affecting the international re- 
lations of the United States. 


Mr. James G. McDonald, appearing 
last week before the Resolutions Com- 
mittee of the Republican National Con- 
vention, presented a summary of the tes- 
timony given before the recent hearings 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Sub-com- 
mittee, in favor of the United States’ ad- 
herence to the Permanent Court of Inter- 
nationa] Justice on the basis of the 
Hughes-Harding-Coolidge program. 


Robert Hallowell Gardiner 

The Foreign Policy Association records 
with profound sorrow the death on June 
15 of ROBERT HALLOWELL GARDINER of 
Gardiner, Me., and Boston, who served as 
treasurer of this Association from its foun- 
dation in 1918 to November, 1923. Mr. 
Gardiner was secretary of the World Con- 
ference on Faith and Order, a member 
of the Executive Committee of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, and former chairman of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Republican Club 
of Massachusetts. 

Mr. Gardiner had for many years de- 
voted the greater part of his time to un- 
remitting work in behalf of better in- 
ternational understanding and _ world 
peace. His loss will be widely felt both 
in this country and in England, where he 
had a host of friends. 
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France’s New Program 


HE victorious Left Bloc received 

somewhat of a set-back through the 
election last Friday of M. Gaston Dou- 
mergue instead of M. Paul Painlevé who 
had received a very large majority in the 
caucus of the Left groups. However, 
Doumergue is in no sense a reactionary. 
Moreover, the resignation of Millerand 
is a guarantee that no French president 
will soon attempt again to exercise de- 
cisive political power. It is interesting 
to note that Doumergue is a bachelor and 
the first Protestant to occupy the Elysée. 


Herriot, as was inevitable, heads the 
new Government. His cabinet has been 
well received. The appointment as Min- 
ister of War, of Genera] Nollet, formerly 
Chief of the Inter-Allied Military Com- 
mission in Berlin, though resented in 
Germany, has substantially strengthened 
Herriot at home. Explaining Nollet’s se- 
lection, Herriot said: 

Of the whole world he is the man who 
knows the present military position of Ger- 
many best. . . . Germany today is success- 
fully carrying out an operation similar to 
that she successfully carried out after the 
Peace of Tilsit in 1806—she is training as 
soldiers on a very large seale all her young 
men, using a thousand different methods but 
chiefly that of so-called ‘gymnastic societies.’ 
My ministry will carry out a conciliatory 
policy toward Germany. . . . We shall make 
every effort to support the young German 
democracy. But toward German reaction 
and nationalism we shall show pitiless se- 
verity. . . . We must safeguard not only the 
rights of France, but also the rights of the 
democracy of the whole world. 


Simultaneously with the announce- 
ment that the Ruhr industrialists have 
consented to prolong for fifteen days the 
Micum agreements, by which reparations 
in kind are made available to France and 
3elgium, Herriot announced the granting 
of permission to 7,000 Germans exiled 
by Poincaré to return to the Ruhr. This 
action should tend to strengthen the 
hands of the moderates in Germany. In 
the meantime the new premier is prepar- 
ing for his three days’ conference this 
week-end with Ramsay MacDonald at 
Chequers, when an attempt will be made 
to formulate agreements essential to 
making the Dawes Report effective. 


Books on Russia 

The Foreign Policies of Soviet Russia, by 
ALFRED L. P. DENNIS (E. P. Dutton 
& Company, 1924). An interesting 
study with eight excellent maps. Not 
sympathetic to Soviet Russia. 

The Man Lenin, by ISAAC DON LEVINE 
(Thomas Seltzer, 1924). A brilliantly 
written critique from the Menshevik 
point of view. 

Parliament and Revolution, by J. RAMSAY 
MACDONALD (Thomas Seltzer). A 
plea for Democracy vs. Bolshevism. 
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International Good Manners 

OTH the British and the Mexican 

Governments seem to be at fault in 
the unfortunate controversy which has 
this week come to a crisis over the status 
of Herbert A. C. Cummins, the Chargé 
des Archives in Mexico City. Cummins 
has long been persona non grata to the 
Mexican authorities partially because of 
friction between the two governments on 
questions of British claims and partly, 
perhaps primarily, because of undue zea] 
in pressing these claims and an unfor- 
tunate personal manner. A few weeks 
ago Mexico officially informed Britain 
that unless Cummins were withdrawn by 
June 10, he would be expelled. Previ- 
ously, on April 15, the British Govern- 
ment notified the Mexican Government 
that Sir Thomas Hohler was soon ex- 
pected to go to Mexico City on a special 
mission to report directly to the Prime 
Minister on the situation there, and that 
immediately upon Hohler’s arrival Cum- 
mins would depart. The time limit of 
the Mexican ultimatum in reference to 
Cummins expired when the Hohler mis- 
sion was still in England. The Mexican 
Government then proceeded to institute 
a sort of blockade of the British Embassy 
as a means of forcing Cummins to leave 
the country. Replying to a question in 
the House of Commons on June 16, Ram- 
say MacDonald said “at the present 
moment I have informed the Mexican 
Government that in the event of their 
taking steps against Mr. Cummins with 
which his Majesty’s Government did not 
concur, the Hohler mission cannot be 
proceeded with.” 

Thus through what appears to be mal- 
adroitness and bad temper on both sides, 
a matter of no real importance has been 
permitted to develop into an unfortunate 
international situation. 


The Fruits of Violence 
USSOLINI’S dictatorship is chal- 
lenged by the events surrounding 

the disappearance, a week ago, of Dep- 
uty Matteotti, a member of the opposition. 
Deputy Finzi and Commendatore Cesare 
Rossi, two of Mussolini’s oldest and most 
trusted colleagues, have resigned under 
fire from the opposition press which 
virtually charges them with murder. The 
Italian public, thoroughly aroused, is de- 
manding that the matter be thrashed out 
in the open and the guilty punished. The 
Fascist method of government, which the 
New York Times has called a “‘confes- 
sion of bankruptcy,” is on the defensive. 


The current number of Foreign Affairs 
is especially timely, containing significant 
articles by Edouard Herriot, Gustav 
Stresemann, Roland W. Boyden, Edward 
M. House, Henry Cabot Lodge and Sir 
Arthur Salter. 
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